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SCHOOLS — PUBLIC — FUNDING 

910. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Education: 

I refer to the school community contributions and funding survey conducted by the Western Australian Council 
of State School Organisations that shows that WA parents are donating more than ever before—for example, 
$14 000 in 2014 compared with $11 000 in 2012—and that the majority of funds raised by parents are spent on 
literacy, numeracy and science programs. Is it not the case that as a result of direct cuts to schools by the 
Liberal–National government, WA parents now have to top up more than ever before? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the honourable member for the question. No. Let me make one thing perfectly clear, and as I say 
constantly: there have been no cuts to education funding. Funding last year increased by 6.5 per cent alone. Since 
2008, funding in Western Australian schools has increased by 69 per cent. 

Hon Sue Ellery: There have been no cuts! 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Does the member want the answer or not? 

Hon Sue Ellery: I’ve got it—there have been no cuts! 

Hon PETER COLLIER: There have been no cuts to education funding. The member should look at the budget 
papers—check the budget papers! 

Hon Sue Ellery interjected. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I know the member is tweeting this but she should make sure she gets her facts right! 
Why does the member not tweet “Go to the budget papers”? The budget papers will show the honourable 
member that funding has increased every single year that the Liberal–National government has been in office. 
Western Australian schools have never, ever been funded at a higher level than they are now, in the history of 
this nation. Tweet that, member! Make sure you tweet that because it is a very good figure! This is another one 
for the member to tweet. She should be consistent. Funding has increased — 

Hon Sue Ellery: I cannot type as fast as you speak! 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I will go really slowly: funding has increased in Western Australian schools by 
69 per cent since 2008. That was at a time when we had a corresponding student increase of 15 per cent. In 
anyone’s language, they are good figures. They are figures that members on this side of the chamber are very 
proud of. Can I say to the honourable member — 

Hon Sue Ellery: I only have 140 characters! 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I have not finished yet. The honourable member needs to remember that Western 
Australian students are funded at a far higher rate than students from any other state in the nation. The figure in 
WA is $18 700 per student; the national average is $15 500. I reckon that is pretty good. Let us get to the specific 
question. Has Hon Sue Ellery got all of that? 

Several members interjected. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Did the member get “the highest rate in the nation”? She should make sure she tweets 
that WA funds its students at the highest rate in the nation and, I might add, that WA has the highest paid 
teachers by far in the nation; unlike under Mark McGowan, when they were the lowest paid teachers in the 
nation by far and we had massive teacher shortages — 

Several members interjected. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I am really giving a very comprehensive response here, but it is pertinent because it is 
a very good question. 

The WACSSO survey, to which one in six schools responded, was based on, dare I say it, the views of some of 
the schools. Members need to remember — 

Hon Stephen Dawson: People at the coalface! 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Not at all, I can assure the member. I have met with over 500 parents and citizens 
associations throughout this state and the message I get is very positive. The WACCSO survey indicated that 
schools were raising more money, and I say that that is sensational. 

Hon Sue Ellery: Because they have to! 
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Hon PETER COLLIER: No, not at all. It is a great credit to the P&Cs of Western Australia. They are vibrant 
and dynamic, and are contributing to the welfare of students. That is the first thing. Over an equivalent two-year 
period, funding of Western Australian schools went up by half a billion dollars. We are now funding 
air conditioning within our schools; all our schools are air-conditioned. Previously, P&Cs had to contribute to air 
conditioning. We are now providing funding for shade cloth and playground equipment. Previously P&Cs 
provided funding for most of that. Members opposite should keep things in perspective. 

I will add something else. This government has done something that members opposite did not do when they 
were in government. The Liberal–National government has given authority and autonomy to schools. It does not 
surprise me that P&Cs now are much more dynamic than they have ever been. It does not surprise me that they 
are being much more innovative and expansive in fundraising activities. I go out to schools every single week. 
I hold forums with P&Cs and chairs of school boards every single week and the unambiguous message I get is 
positive. They love the autonomy and having the authority that they never had before, and they love the fact that 
their schools are funded much better than any other schools of any state in the nation.  

The PRESIDENT: Members, can I just remind everybody, following that question and answer, that there is 
only one official record of parliamentary proceedings, and that is Hansard. 
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